
Impact Report
December 2022

Prepared for: 
The H Foundation 



2

With Immense Gratitude  

Dear H Foundation Supporters and Friends, 

On behalf of the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern 
University, I thank every supporter of The H Foundation for your incredible generosity to 
our cancer research programs. At Lurie Cancer Center, our physicians and scientists are 
transforming how we think about cancer. Research has always informed patient care and 
is our treasured asset for improving human health beyond the individual patient. 

I am pleased to share the following report on our dedicated scientists who received 
awards over the last year through philanthropic support provided by The H Foundation. 
Thanks to your vital funding, we can expand research projects and innovation to improve the quality of the research 
and drive forward avenues for prevention, treatment, and cures for various forms of cancer.

As you are aware, we are now poised for the next phase in our growth to become an exceptional global leader in 
cancer care and research, and have launched our ambitious plan to raise $100 million in philanthropic dollars. The 
steady progress we’ve made so far is a great motivator. 

To reach our bold goals for the future, we are dedicating our people, energies, and resources to four exciting 
basic science research areas that are growing and showing promise in the fight against cancer. We are focusing on 
Epigenetics, Immunology, Nanotechnology, and Metabolism to target the most difficult questions in cancer and 
most significant barriers to progress. We believe these areas of study are key to advancing high-impact, high-return 
science in our efforts to defeat cancer as a disease. 

It is exciting to look forward to what will come next as Lurie Cancer Center members make more high-impact 
discoveries and train the next generation of experts in oncology. We thank The H Foundation for your remarkable 
partnership and commitment to our mission today and in the future. I wish you and your loved ones health and 
happiness throughout this holiday season.

Sincerely,

Leonidas C. Platanias, MD, PhD       
Jesse, Sara, Andrew, Abigail, Benjamin, and Elizabeth Lurie Professor of Oncology  
Director, Lurie Cancer Center  

Impact Report December 2022



3

H Foundation Symposium

The 2022 H Foundation Symposium was held on October 28, 2022, and organized by 
Navdeep Chandel, PhD, the David W. Cugell, MD Professor and professor of Medicine 
(Pulmonary and Critical Care) and Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics. The theme of 
the symposium was “Cancer, Immunity, and Metabolism,” and it was attended by 142 
individuals. The 2023 Symposium is already being planned by the Cancer and Physical 
Sciences (CAPS) program leaders and will likely be on the theme of “Environmental 
Toxins and Cancer.”

The H Foundation has made possible the meetings of multiple educational efforts 
across both the Evanston and Chicago campuses including monthly meetings by Lurie 
Cancer Center’s basic research programs and several educational clubs. The meetings 
are organized around themes such as biophysics, virology, how cellular cytoskeletons 
work in tissues in health and disease, cancer immunology, and reproductive research 
including disparities in cancers of the male and female reproductive organs. With sponsorship of 100 additional 
research presentations in the last academic year, the reach of The H Foundation support in educating current and 
future cancer researchers is vast.

Basic Scientist/Population Scientist

Last year, we reported a new initiative to begin in January 2022, with 
H Foundation support to assemble a transdisciplinary team of basic 
scientists, clinicians, and population scientists to work on glioblastoma 
and its relationship to aging and adverse events after treatment. The 
team involves two basic research faculty members (Derek Wainwright, 
PhD, and Deyu Fang, PhD), a clinician (Rimas Lukas, MD), a medical 
informatician and outcomes scientist (Theresa Walunas, PhD), a 
physical rehabilitation specialist (Ishan Roy, MD, PhD), and an expert in 
developing surveys for patient-reported outcomes (John Peipert, PhD). 
The project also involves multiple graduate students studying for MD, PhD, or MD/PhD degrees. 

Under the leadership of Drs. Walunas and Wainwright, the team has achieved their initial objective of creating a 
“gold standard” patient cohort from medical records of patients with glioblastoma treated at Northwestern since 
2010. They are in the process of determining commonalities with regard to adverse events of treatment based 
on age stratification. The group has simultaneously found a potential new metric by which to clinically evaluate 
patients and predict clinical outcomes, which was statistically significant in predicting life expectancy after a 
glioblastoma diagnosis in a pilot group of patients. The study is now being expanded. 

Finally, the team has utilized what they have learned from each other during quarterly meetings to inform 
development of their mouse models for basic research, particularly with regard to how immune cells impact 
glioblastoma progression and survival. It has been incredibly exciting to see the team use their very diverse skills 
and make a rapid impact on basic science to clinical impact with new population-driven informatics algorithms to 
inform hypotheses. The team is working on several grant proposals, and one member recently was awarded a K08 
Award from the National Institutes of Health. The team also published in the journal Brain, Behavior, and Immunity 
– Health and is working on a second publication for near-term submission. These researchers would not otherwise 
have met or collaborated with one another without the matchmaking efforts of Lurie Cancer Center and support 
from The H Foundation.
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Translational Pathways Program

Another new initiative launched in 2022 with The H Foundation funding supports young researchers in developing  
independent translational projects from their basic research. The Translational Pathways Program provides 
postdoctoral fellows with monthly curriculum and collaborative peer and faculty support to form teams for Lurie 
Cancer Center’s Translational Bridge Program. The inaugural awardees are:

• Yinu Wang, PhD, research assistant professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. Wang is conducting research in 
the laboratory of Daniela Matei, MD, on “Targeting MEIS2 in Platinum Resistant Ovarian Cancer.” 

• Deanna Tiek, PhD, postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of Shi-Yuan Cheng, PhD. Dr. Tiek is focused on 
“Targeting Chromothripsis in Malignant Glioma.” 

• Spencer Ng, MD, PhD, postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of Jaehyuk Choi, MD, PhD. Dr. Ng’s research focuses 
on “Investigating Mechanisms of JAK/STAT Pathway Activation in Primary Cutaneous Gamma-Delta T-cell 
Lymphoma.”
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Dr. Tiek’s Appreciation for The H Foundation’s support:

“The support from The H Foundation has been instrumental in helping me bring my nascent 
translational research project idea from the bench toward the bedside. It has allowed me to 
be a part of the Translational Bridge Program to meet people from different disciplines and 
backgrounds where we can share information and insight into each other’s projects, assuring 
we perform rigorous and multidisciplinary science that is ultimately relevant to the patients. 
This grant has allowed me to gain more insight into all aspects of translational research 
pipelines and helped me to forge new collaborations.” —Deanna Tiek, PhD, postdoctoral fellow

20                                                            
Lurie Cancer Center members 

received vital H Foundation support 
during Fiscal Year 2022. 

Since 2015, our scientists have 
leveraged support from The 
H Foundation into more than       

$250 million in private and 
government grants for cancer 

research.

More than $11 million                         
has been raised by The H Foundation 
since 2001 to support breakthrough 

basic science cancer research.

 Lurie Cancer Center hosted 

100 scientific symposia, 
seminars, and conferences in 2021–

2022, thanks to funds
provided by The H Foundation.
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Foundation Award Recipients 2022–2023

Basic/Population Science Collaboration Award:
Theresa Walunas, PhD
Derek Wainwright, PhD
Rimas Lukas, MD
Devin Peipert, PhD
Deyu Fang, PhD
Ishan Roy, MD, PhD

R01 Grant Submission Supplement Award:
Marcelo Bonini, PhD
Derek Wainwright, PhD

Translational Pathways Award:
Spencer Ng, MD, PhD
Deanna Tiek, PhD
Yinu Wang, PhD

Thank You for Your Commitment
Through The H Foundation’s steadfast generosity over the years, scientists within Lurie Cancer Center have been 
leading scientific collaborations to develop innovative approaches to treat and prevent cancer. On behalf of the 
patients and families who will ultimately benefit, we at the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of 
Northwestern University and Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine are forever grateful. 

If you would like more information regarding this report, please contact:

Nicole Langert | Director, Major Gifts 
Development and Alumni Relations | Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
420 E. Superior Street, Rubloff-9 | Chicago, IL 60611 
P.  312-503-1656 | E. nicole.langert@northwestern.edu


